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Subscriptions 

The subscription for membership is </ 
Or, 

per annum for individuals and £20 for 

corporate bodies. 

The Newsletter 

'Interpretation', the newsletter of 

the Society for the Interpretation of 

Britain's Heritage, is published three 

times a year, on April ist, August 1st 

and December ist. it is distributed 

free to members. Non-members may buy 

pies at 7Op each. 

Editors 

Anthony Fyson (Centre for Environmental 

citute of Advanced 

er Polytechnic, All 

nchester M15 6BH 

ae, 2S) 
(Croxteth Country 

verpool) 
Boardman, Centre for 

vironmental Interpretation 

Yerpretation, 

Printers: Pelican Press, Grosvenor 

Street, Manchester. 

Z 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

To advertise in Interpretation contact 

Une Giterial Ores, 
Advertisement rates: Full page £30 

Half page £18 Quarter page £10. 

Please supply camera-ready artwork 

in the following sizes or the same 

proportions (height first an ail 

cases): 
Full page 260x170mm to reduce to 

180x120 
Half page 130x170 to reduce to 90x120 

or 260x85 to reduce to 180x60 
Quarter page 130x85 to reduce to 90x60 

or 65x 170 to reduce to 42x120 
Unprepared text for adverts can be 

copy typed and prepared for camera by 

the editorial office free of charge 

but only in the "house style’. 

Loose inserts are normally charged at 

the standard rate of £15 plus any 

incidental costs - for example extra 

postage. 
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Letters 

with interest the article 

issue of 

on the SIBH seminar 

District last Autumn 

ided), I felt that you 
to be 'tantalized' a little 

nt news of Lands Gli, 

work began on convers- 

ilapidated barns into 'The 

Sea' and the 'Lands End 

abit sLOvayste They were 

ned 3 March 1983 by 

rman of The 

Board. In addition 

nous 'First and Last 

d' has been opened as a 

where seven craftsmen, 

spinner to ivory 

TheweEGranus. 

bout this first 

End Scheme, and 

take this opportunity to 

invitation to the SIBH 

End and see how we are 

ing a much 

thing worthwhile. If a date for such 

a visit could be arranged, we would be 

pleased to act as hosts. 

Miss J E Goddard 

Retail Manager Davstone Holdir 

*See back page for 1984 visit notice. 

THE HISTORY OF PROVINCIAL MUSEUMS 

Many of the national museums have had 

their histories written, but the 

history of provincial museums and 

their collections has been almost 

ignored. 

Stuart Davis of the Local History 

Department at Birmingham and I are 

interested in holding a one-day 

seminar on the subject in Birmingham 

in the early part of 1984. I should 
be interested to hear from anyone. 

a) who would like to attend (no deep 
commitment necessary at this stage) 

b) feels they could contribute a talk 

on some aspect of the history of 

provincial museums and their collect- 

ions. We would also be interested in 

brief reports on work in progress. 

Castle Museum 

Norwich NR1 3JU 

Gail Durbin 

Education Officer 

stivitie 
by which 

catch up on news, discuss 

in interpretive practice 

work of colleagues. 

to organise the 

fegional Meeting Programme for next 

Would you be willing to 

nisé a meeting or event? The 

meetings can be on any subject or 

issue: new techniques; particular 

problems; public/private initiatives; 

unique sites; the marketing and 

promotion of places and events; the 

economics of interpretation. There 

is no limit to the possibilities. 

If you are prepared to organise a 

meeting you will be given every 

assistance so please do not feel that 

it will be an onerous or difficult 

task. If you would like to discuss 

this or receive further details write 

or telephone: David Uzzell, Department 

of Psychology, University of Surrey, 

Guildford, Surrey, GU2 5XH, with your 

ideas today! 

ETINGS OF ORGANISATIONS 

DS OF PROFESSIONALS 
ure Studies Assoc: 

Tony Veal, Dept. Extension Stud. 

North London, Prince of Wales 

RENCE 16th-18th Sept. 
Friends Museums 

BAFM Conf. Sec., Nat. Mus. of 

I ardit i) Ch ip SNe Cathays Park, 

M 
‘ie 
Ce 

SUCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL HISTORY IN S WALES 
20th Sept. Contact L.J.William Davies 

Soc. Hist. Curators Group, Welsh Folk 

Mus) St Pagans, Carditt @F5) 6xXB 

\RM LIVESTOCK AND MUSEUMS 7th Oct. 
Conbact ©.Page, Soc. Hist. Curators Grp. 

Manor Farm Mus., Coggles, Witney OX8 6LA 

DEVELOPING HERITAGE EDUCATION 4-6 Jan 84 

Contact M.Dyer, Her.Ed.Trust, St Mary's 

Coll, Strawberry Hill,Twickenham TW1 48x 

STUDY IN PRESERVATION AND PRESENTATION 

The Garden's two acre site 

The Walled Garder ) 

of the three main visitor tractions 

at Croxteth Hall and Country Park, 

Liverpool. Jaeut ly the country seat 
of the Earls I Park has 

been adminis vironmental 

Conservation Division of Merseyside 

County Musée 

The lec 2 witnessed a surge 

of interest in visits to gardens open 

to the public. "Garden history' was 

) a movement inspired by the 

Jational Trust, Garden History Society 

Royal Horticultural Society, private 

owners, local authorities and many 

others. It culminated in an excell 
exhibition "The Garden", st 

& A in 1979. 

The country house and estate t in 

landscaped 

establishn 

rdens is a unique English 

Historically, the 

walled garden with its productive 

function of growing fruit, vegetables 

and flower&S, has been a vital jigsaw 

piece in the whole model of supreme 

self sufficiency demonstrated by such 

I 5 
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23 million 
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considerable assistance with 
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ociated with their 

ie usin fact the 

department which ha 

past excellence 
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and 
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containing 

150 foot long 
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and having two 
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wall retain- 

hundred- 

and cordon shapes 

lnouses including a teak p eentk 
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ropaga- 

ouse and 
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ironwork. All ee iS Seu in 

word 
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doubtedly wor 

However, the 

thwhile. 

reinstatement pro, 

supported by ornamental 
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making 
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sources of 
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local government. 
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"Preservation 
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materials could 
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view of close proximity to the Hall. 

It is open daily from Easter to the end 

of September. Visitors can pay a 

separate entrance charge to see the 

Garden (currently 30p for adults) or 
buy an inclusive ticket for ali the 

facilities at Croxteth. A target 

level for viability of 50,000 Walled 

Garden visits per year was set; in 1982 

the numbers went over 48,000 so are 

well on course. 

In one of the compromises necessitated 

by the commercial approach, a sales 

area for gifts and pot plants as well 

as our own produce is now located in 

one portico of the peach house, acting 

also as entrance and exit point. 

During the week economical staffing 

requires only one sales assistant, but 

on Sundays and Bank Holidays two or 

three are needed, especially when the 

second portico is opened up to ease 

visitor flow. 

In presenting the Garden there have 

inevitably been other compromises. 

Fortunately the vast majority of 

visitors are content to savour the 

atmosphere of the Edwardian 'heyday' 

world and tread in the bygone steps 

of the nobility without noticing 

these departures from the purist 

approach. Historically the outdoor 

vegetables would have occupied virt- 

ually all the middle areas of the 

Garden: to reduce labour we have a 

demonstration vegetable allotment of 

300 square yards only, while the less 

demanding soft fruit, which gives a 

better financial return, occupies a 

quarter of an acre. Walled borders of 
the past were cropped with cut flowers, 

herbs, early salads and vegetables. 

Small areas are retained to demonstrate 

this function but the majority of the 

borders have been utilised for perm- 

anent plantings of less usual shrubs 

and herbaceous plants. A process of 

repair and replacement of existing 

greenhouses is being followed, with 

important help from MSC schemes, but 

sometimes the original cropping 

function has had to be modified. 

For example the #-span house, once 

used indulgently to produce 

carnations all the year round, is now 

a general plant display house. 

Garden character is retained wherever 

possible; all the old fruit trees 

remain as aesthetic ornaments and a 

replacement policy is being pt 

Samples of their fruit have been sent 

for several years to Wisley for 

identification; a list of varieties 

is to be produced for visitor 

interest. The firm of J.C. Allgrove 

has been helpful in supplying old 

varieties for replacement. Under the 

auspices of the Henry Doubleday 

Research Association there 

section devoted to comparing 

ient 'disappearing' vegete 

varieties with their modern 

parts 

Regrettably virtually no written garden 

records are available to assist inter- 

pretation except for a fascinating 

collection of daily weather records 

dating from 1881 to 1972. The Rangers 

have resurrected this past practice 

and have assembled recording instru- 

ments within a grassy area which serv 

as the newly born weather station. 

This is attractively set in a small 

herb garden. The Rangers have also 

taken over the maintenance of the 

Garden's beehives. 

Public expectancy from a garden visit 

is to see masses of flowers A good 

interpretation system in a product- 

ive garden is far more important 

therefore than in purely decorative 

garden. A house style sympatheti 

surroundings is vital. 

overlabelled or badly labelled garden 

is disastrous and can detract from the 

very thing the public has come to 

Croxteth Walled Garden 

open on guided tours 
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N. Carson) 

introd uctor 

House (photo 

booklet 
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replacements in stoved a 

j installed. 

plant labelling wher 

dealt with by g 

Leteron on cre 

of varnish to coe 

Croxteth ha 

education. 

two acres 

use every 
teaching 

at all 
} > 

is one of 



1ers is the ue of the ed- 

ucational experience for even quite 

young children. Attempts are being 

made at the present time to provide 

room facilities and encourage 

hools in the 'close season"; 

lso have the economic 

of extending the period of 

of the Garden. 

horticultural demonstrations 

the general public in 

now become focussed into 

the new Croxteth Hall 

The group held its 

ower, Fruit and 

1981. A Youn 

flourishes on 

E recruitment from neigh- 

100d f ry schools. A vegetable 

eden is enthusiastically 

res ehublidieens A group 

toners from the local 

in soft 

there are flower arranging classes 

the Hall. 

Such activities generate interest, 

provide publicity, and make worthy use 

of the whole facility. For the gen- 

eral visitor the bustle of purposeful 

activity appears to enhance the ex- 

perience - a dynamic rather than 

static state holds an intrigue. 

Backed by the skill, commitment and 

enthusiasm of the ing staff 

under the key figure of the Head 

Gardener, Croxteth Walled Garden is 

looking forward to another successful 

year in 1984, when the International 

Garden Festival comes to Liverpool. 

In spite of the financial struggles, 

the policy of reinstatement of the 

Edwardian Walled Garden - with a clear 

interpretive strategy implicit in each 

decision made - has been most worth- 

d has brought satisfaction, 

jitural benefits to many 

Omar 

The Sandford 
Award & Heritage 
Education 

Martyn Dy Acting Director 

Heritage Education Trust 

In 1977 the Sandford Award was 

lished to foster the educationa 

historic properties by schools. One 

aim of the Award is to encourage owners 

and other agents responsible for 

administering such properties to 

develop educational services and 

ilities. The other and equally 
portant aim is to ensure that such 

services and facilities are of a high 

standard and administered in such a 

way as to enable the visiting school 

ard such visiting a genuine 

Dart Of mits curriculum. Criteria 

have been devised which a property 

must meet before it c win the 

Sandford Award. Among other thir 

it must be able to show evidence of 

ison between itself and the school 

efore the visit and of follow-up work 

‘ter the visit has taken place. 

There must also be evidence of involve- 

th Leh sAs. 

its early years the Sandford Award 

was administered by the Council for 

ivironmental Education. Then in 

The Heritage Education 

was established with a 

Mary's College, Strawberry Hill, and 

will be responsible for t future 

administration of the Award, which it 

I taken over from the Council for 

Environmental Education. In addition, 

I will be seeking ways and means 

of promoting the Award among owners of 

I catio 

provision among more and more hous 

and historic properties. From 1983 

ne Award is open to Cathedrals and 

Winchester has been the first to 

apply. Hand in hand with the pro- 

motion of the Award among properties 

goes the task of spreading news of it 

among schools, encouraging communica- 

tion between the world of ownership 

StMary’s 
College 
Strawberry Hill 

THE 
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TRUST 

and the world of educa 
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are enormous d very exciti 

historic | Xo) 1e constitutes 

ly unexploited 

national educational resource, 

small but influential and growing 
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moment are financial 

g is the top priority 

Prusvees. Meanwhile, within 

limited resources, the Herita 

Education Trust will 
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event is a 
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Austin Nature 
Center, Texas 
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Involvemen 

v submit an article about 

the exciti new Visitor Centre in 

Austin, Texas. But the main point to 

Ss C writing is that we 

still learn much from 

the American approach to 

Interpretation, of which the Austin 

Nature 

1 differ= 

ve provision (the 

a needn*t concern us 
hat are more sophistic- 

xhibitions, publications, 

souvenirs and 

Americans have 

tory activities and 

Y hurcherk 

description 

* natural environ- 

in Austin with many 

in order to give 

300,000, is one of 

lt ities that has 

that of 

century indust- 

sunbdbe 

otherwis 

outdoor recreation are 

A small, 

already 

Science 

eries of 

partic- 

nineteenth-century 

I last few months to 

Nature Cent A fresh 

is pub hed three 

NX OLE (0x se more emp- 

spring 

The programs at the Natural Science 

Center ar Austin Nature Center ar 

divided ir ir § ips. Youth, age 

13 to 13 has 1 -ograms; examples are 

for 13 to 23) s and Beasties -- 

introduce your baby to our beasties. 

Your ‘ehi will explore furs, 

feathers, skins and the beasts that 

wear them", (for 3 to 5) "Story Hour -- 

Nature stories come alive through the 

use of puppets, animals and environ- 

mental recordings ", (for 6 to 12) 
"Holiday Nature Camp -- spend a day or 

two with the nature center gang! 

Adventure and excitement await you! 

Hiking, wildlife, crafts and much 

more will fill your days". Young 

Adults, age 13 to 18 has 7 programs, 

for example "Austin Wilderness 

Institute -- continues its outdoor 

adventures. This spring the group 

forms again and heads out into the 

wild places of Central Texas for 

backpacking, rock climbing and can- 

oeing. Go for ate You are worth 

Bie Families, all ages, has 23 

programs, such as: "Birds of Prey -- 

come meet some of our resident hawks 

and cwls and learn of the important 

role they play in nature's balance", 

"San Antonio Zoo Trip -- travel to 
the Alamo city to learn of all the 

fascinating native and exotic wild- 
life", "Barton Creek Bug Hike -- 
visit one of Austin's best bug hunt- 

ing locations to learn about these 
small interesting creatures and how 

to identify them". Adults have 31 

programs, and examples of these are: 

"Native Basketry -- learn one of the 

oldest art forms. A variety of 

techniques and fibres will be utili- 

zed", "Austin Butterflies -- invest- 
igate the lives of Austin's butter- 
flies and their classification, plant 
relationships, behaviour, geographical 

distribution and much more", 

"Guadalupe River Canoe Trip", "Your 
guide to environmental eating -- how 

to plan your meals to combat the 

effect of pollution and toxic chemi- 

cals”. The Pioneer Farm has a total 
of 12 programs this spring. 

I don't propose to list the advantages 

of activities that involve people, but 

it is sufficient to say that the 

experience can be far more exciting 

and potentially beneficial than 

passive participation in, for example, 

an exhibition. Another good point 

illustrated by this series, is that 

participatory activities can be flex- 

ible enough to be geared specifically 
towards different needs and levels of 
interest. The major disadvantage is 
that they have to be pre-booked and 

paid for and the published list is not 

generally available outside the rather 

inaccessible Centres. This effect- 
ively rules out participation by casual 

visitors, anyone who does not already 
have some awareness of the scheme, or 

those who cannot afford to pay. And 

really these are the people who could 

benefit the most. Also, Austin has 
a large minority of Spanish speakers 

and there is no provision for them. 

Reverse Provision 

Several years ago, it became apparent 

that the emphasis on programs had some 
limitations and would also outgrow the 

Natural Science Center. The Austin 
Nature Center was planned to provide 

more programs, and to broaden the 
range of interpretive services avail- 
able. A site was found, in a derelict 
quarry at the edge of the largest city 

park. Thus the initial concept is 

fundamentally different from Visitor 

Centres in the U.K. As far as I know, 

every one of these that interprets 

Natural History has been built at a 

site considered to have a particular 

significance. But Austin Nature 

Center has been built because of a 
belief that the people of Austin should 
have a center where Natural History is 

interpreted. The concept is therefore 

closer to that of British urban study 

centres that have been established to 

interpret the urban environment for a 

whole area and not a specific site. 

This situation of programs first, 

centre later is not typical of the U.S. 

The reasons that it has happened 
"backwards" in Austin are that manage- 

ment is extremely imaginative, and the 

city is so young that there were no 

old traditions to build on, no 50's 
Visitor Centre dictating the direction 

of expansion. 

Staffing and Volunteers 

The Austin Nature Center is now the HQ 

for all the interpretive programs for 

Austin, and there is room for growth. 
With the establishment of the Centre, 
more staff have been recruited, up to 
the present total of 26. Three of 

these form an"Outreach Settion",a 

feature common to many museums in 

America, whose aim is to promote the 
programs and to take them out to the 

people via, for example, community 
centres, shopping malls and schools. 

Another is a volunteer co-ordinator, 
and the organisation depends on its 
volunteers for such things as office 
help, manning the Nature Store, look- 
ing after the resident- animals, and 

leading some of the Programs too. 
Austin may be exceptional in the size 
of the demand for leisure activities 
many would call work. Volunteers are 

trained where appropriate. In addit- 

ion there exists the Austin Natural 
Science Association, an organisation 
of 600 people which provides guidance 

by means of advisory committees, with 
sub-committees such as building proj- 

ects, landscape projects and exhibit 

projects. It is not forgotten what a 
useful political weapon people with a 

committed interest can be! It also 
raises funds, with special events, 
some for the members and two for the 
public, one of these attracting 35,000 

visitors in two days. The Association 
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also has a Guild of 400 members (over- 

lap is estimated to be only 20%). 
Many organisations in the US have 

ladies' groups in which the social 

element is important, but of course 
they also do much valuable work, in 

this case staffing most of the pro- 

grams for schools. The total numbers 

participating in programs for 1982 was 

96,000, 26% of them in school groups. 

The Interpretive Plan 

An interpretive plan has been produced 

by Hanna, Silvey and Associates. Ihe, 

identifies two types of visitors: pro- 

gram users and spontaneous (but still 

paying) visitors, the latter being 

catered for for the first time. Thus, 

the twin objectives will be to "provide 

program leaders with program space and 

subject matter to present to program 

participants", and to provide spontan- 

eous visitors with "information about 

programs that promote enjoyment of 

the Austin environment in such a way 

that their personal investment in the 

preservation of the environment will 

be increased". The overall theme wil] 

be The Austin Environment: What is 

it? How does it work? How does it 

inter-relate? How do I relate to it? 

How can I best continually enjoy it? 

(Note that this means the natural env- 
ironment only -- illustrating a dicho- 

tomy found both sides of the Atlantic) 
The plan provides for program use 

space which includes display, class- 
room, storage and projection space, 

plus reception and small sales areas. 

This has already been constructed. 

The plan also proposes a large ex- 

hibition, and use of the land round 
the Visitor Centre for Interpretation, 

in three decreasingly intensive zones 

with outdoor exhibits, trails, 

activity areas and amphitheatres. 

Finally, an Interpretive Notebook, 
"Austin is", made up of separate, 
purchaseable sheets and a binder 

is suggested. 

Several firms of consultants are short- 
ly to start work on the details of the 

second phase. However, they have been 

briefed not to be constrained by the 

existing Interpretive Plan (which has 
fulfilled its primary purpose of gett- 

ing financial support), but to consider 

all possible new media and ideas for 

achieving the above objective in acc- 
ordance with the stated guidelines. 

(involvement, quality etc.). When the 

whole project has been completed, 

Austin should have a facility that pro- 

vides the community with a balance bet- 

ween the type of interpretation to 

which we haven't yet paid enough att- 

ention, and that to which we may have 
devoted a disproportionate amount of 

our energies in the past. 

This youngster is not quite sure that 

so-called "hands-on" experience is 

what she wants. 

SCULPTURE IN A PARK 

The largest sculpture park in Britain 

opened in June at Margam Country Park in 

West Glamorgan. Credit for this 
enterprise must go to the Welsh 
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Sculpture Trust for assembling the 65 

items, and to the County, the Welsh 
Arts Council and the Wales Tourist 
Board for supporting the venture. A 

whole new theme for Margam Director 

Terry Stevens to interpret perhaps? 

Introspection 

Michael Glen, SIBH Chairman 

Two years ago, under the guidance of 

Graham Taylor, the committee of SIBH 

drew up a five-year strategy entitled 

"New Directions for the Society.' 1G 

is appropriate to review progress and 

perhaps do a little chivvying. 

We are hopeful about receiving char- 

itable status which was envisaged in 

the new constitution drawn up in 1981. 

Such things take time, but the various 
hurdles have, we think, been overcome. 

In addition, we shall shortly be able 

to announce that subscriptions will be 

formally accepted as tax-deductible - 

some lucky members have been getting 

this benefit already, by listing SIBH 

on their tax returns. 

But on a much broader front, the 
Society is also achieving some of the 

goals set for it by 'New Directions.'! 

Much greater contact with other organ- 

isations now exists and joint meetings 

have been held successfully on a number 

of occasions. More important in some 

ways, we still have to get through to 

those groups for whom ‘interpretation! 

is still largely an unknown factor. In 

the last few weeks, however, the 
Society has been asked to play a part 

in the 1984 Festival of Architecture 

being run by the RIBA. This is new 

territory and we must make the most of 

2G. 

Status is important to most of us, 

would we admit it. And to societies 

as well. The Carnegie UK Trust, which 

has given us wholehearted support from 

the beginning, has paid us a consider- 

able compliment by asking if we will 

take part in their celebrations to mark 

the 150th anniversary of Andrew 

Carnegie's birth by arranging a meeting 

in Dunfermline in 1985. We plan, 
therefore, to hold our tenth AGM 
(itself a mini-milestone) in Scotland 

and to make it, if possible, an inter- 

national affair. Our gospel is worth 

spreading beyond our shores now. (As 

this is written, I hear of a possible 

'rival' international event to be held 

that year in Canada!) 

Our newsletter continues to provide a 

mix of news and views, and is to under- 

go a facelift after eight years more 

or less unchanged. While its editors 

are always receiving suggestions for 

improvement, it seems that, broadly 
speaking 'Interpretation' meets the 

needs of members. To make it a 
professional journal with major 

articles, advertising and a wide 

circulation is a step too big to 

take yet. However, the first of our 

occasional papers - on ‘Evaluating 

Interpretation' - was published after 

the London meeting in 1981, and is 
widely requested. We shall publish 

further papers when appropriate 

subjects are discussed. 

Perhaps most successful of all in the 

last couple of years has been the 

events programme set up by Terry 

Robinson. The varied pattern of 

regional and national gatherings on a 

variety of site or subject based 

topics has been a key element in 

bringing the Society's aims toa 

Wider audience. In particular, the 

establishment of meetings regionally 

has given scope to members throughout 

che country to do their bit for the 

Society - and for interpretation. 

But we still must be vigilant in bring- 

ing our wares and our beliefs to a 

broader audience. We must still seek 

new members - for many members draw 

inspiration from the Society for a 

year or two and then move on. New 

blood is also vital if we are not to 

become self-satisfied - a danger 

constantly inherent in this report! 

Our financial strength lies in build- 

ing up and maintaining our membership 

The Carnegie Trust's invaluable aid 

will last only another two years or so 

After that we must show that we are 

capable of independent life. From 

the good heart we sense amongst our 

members at present, I am confident we 

can go forth and multiply. 



Portsmouth Conference Report 

Janet Cornish, Prince of Wales Committee 

naval encounter - the SIBH Committee takes to the water (photo P. Riley) 

Setting the Scene 

Portsmouth is a confusing place - find- 

ing one's way to Old Portsmouth and the 

Camber inlet to board a boat was the 

first test-of ingenuity for delegates 

to the Society's conference in 

Portsmouth on April 8th-10th. Every- 
one was eager to explore and under- 

stand the City's importance as a pre- 

mier naval base and fortress. 

A boat trip around the fortifications 

and Portsmouth Harbour on Friday after- 

noon was a fitting start to an explor- 

ation of the City's important history. 

Portsmouth Guides' chairman Mary 

Verrier provided a detailed and inter- 

esting commentarys although she had 

difficulty in competing with the 

boat's engine. The boat company have 

sole franchise on boat trips around 

the harbour but charges are surprising- 

ly modest. 

Arriving at the Dockyard by the Kings 
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Stairs (a privilege not extended to 

Royal Navy ratings or most visitors) 

meant that it was difficult for us 

to appreciate the visitor management 

problems caused at the main entrance to 

the Dockyard in particular by the 

almost total absence of car parking for 

Vasitors! Despite this over 400,000 

visitors annually find their way ta 

HMS Victory, mainly arriving on foot 

or dropped off by coaches. 

Public access in the Dockyard is 

restricted to the dry dock which houses 

HMS Victory and the Mary Rose alongside 

and the Royal Navy Museum - although 

how many Countries would let visitors 

even this far into a major naval base? 

Many of the fine Georgian buildings 
cannot be seen by the public, neither 

is there any attempt to interpret the 
dockyard itself and how it has funct- 

ioned over the centuries, although 

visitors must be aware that they are 

very much in a working environment. 

The Royal Naval Museum starts off with 

a collection of Nelson and Trafalgar 

relics and memorabilia. The main 
highlight in this part of the display 

is a beautifully painted panorama of 

the Battle of Trafalgar and a sound 

commentary on the battle. 

Two newer and more interesting exhib- 

tions deal with the Victorian Navy in 

the transition from sail to steam 

entitled 'the end of the Sailing Navy' 
and the Modern Navy including ship 

models and a full-size mock up of a 

frigate's operations room for those 

who are fascinated by the technology 

of modern warfare. 

HMS Victory is still a commissioned 

Royal Naval Ship, so visitors are wel- 

comed on board as guests of the Royal 

Navy and there is no entrance fee to 

pay, (which came as a surprise to us 

and also apparently to many visitors) 

Visiting the Victory at any time of 

year almost always involved a long 

wait - but mindful of the comfort of 

their guests the Navy provides benches. 

We, however, managed to skip all that 

and having been welcomed by the 

commanding officer were led in by a 

"backdoor’. Visitors are taken around 

the ship by Royal Naval and Royal 

Marine personnel, who find themselves 

assigned to a two year tour of duty on 

the Victory. This was certainly some-- 

thing of a contrast for our Marine who 

on his return from the Falklands found 

himself showing visitors around. lie 

understandably takes naval discipline 

and logistics to get all the visitors 

around this cramped space and to prov- 

ide them with a personalised tour 

(groups are kept small) and an insight 

into life on board the ship as it was 

in Nelson's day through the eyes of a 

modern sailor. An interesting 

approach is taken to the training of 

the guides. They are given a potted 

history of the ship to learn and must 

be word perfect to pass out. This 
certainly does not necessarily create 

uniformity: our marine had added many 
embellishments to his story (he 
explained that this was an antidote to 

boredom) . Asked how the public 
reacted to being shown around by 

amateur guides the commanding officer 

confided that he took no notice of 
complaints. After all, visitors were 

guests of the Royal Navy and guests 

don't complain! 

The Mary Rose, still nestling in her 

protective cradle in the adjacent dry 

dock, was also attracting a good deal 
of attention. A caravan houses a 

small display about the ship and 

explained that some of the artefacts 

are to be seen at Southsea Castle. 

Staff and visitors will no doubt be 

glad to leave these cramped conditions 

when the Trust's visitor centre opens 

next year, as it now looks likely to, 

in one of the redundant boat houses in 

the dockyard. 

Our exploration of Portsmouth then 

continued on Saturday afternoon with 

Visits first of all vo the Victorian 

suburb of Eastney and Eastney Barrac 

which houses part of Portsmouth's hug 

garrison - in this case, the Royal 

Marines. Only part of the barracks 

is stillin use. Some of the rest is 

in the process of demolition, but the 

officers' mess has been converted into 

a museum portraying the story of the 

marines. Set in the highly ornate 

Victorian interior of the mess, the 

display tends to detract from the 

architecture of the rooms. Although 

much of the material is displayed in 

quite a lively way it was undoubtedly 

too much and too cramped, although 

obviously a Mecca for those interested 

in military history or having some 

connection with the Royal Marines. 

From there we took a look at Eastney 

Pumping Station with its two Poulton 

and Watt beam engines and pumps in 

working order. Portsmouth City 

Museum have done a splendid job of 

renovation but more effort might 

have been made to explain what they 

would have been pummping. In 

fact it was sewage! 

Our next destination was Fort Widley, 
one of the ring of forts round the 
city known as "Palmerston's Folly". 

To get there we passed through more of 

Portsmouth's Victorian working class 

suburbs and then off Portsea Island. 

We passed the Hilsea Lines - part of 
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's Nor d ences in the 

tury, now open space, and 
climbed up on to Portsmouth 

With Portsmouth and its 

and the Solent in front of us 
what we had seen and heard 

© fall into place! 

Widley is owned by the City 
ms Department, who are 

ying sstoration work. 

At the moment visitors are only taken 

around on guided tours. Built in the 

1860's to counter the threat to 

tsmouth of a French army landing 

> Channel coast and attacking the 

he north, it has a fascin- 

n emplacements and mortar 

Although in Palmerston's 

never actually needed, a 

World War for soldiers waiting to em- 

bark for the 'D' Day landings. The 

Museums Department have plans to 

develop an exhibition on this theme. 

Our final visit on Saturday afternoon 

was to Cumberland HouSe Natural Science 

Museum and Aquarium, again run by the 

City Museum Service. Reactions to the 

museum were mixed -the displays were 

lively and they did endeavour to concen- 

trate on interpreting the geology and 

natural history of the Portsmouth area. 

However it was undoubtedly again too 

cramped and although the museum staff 

claimed the exhibitions were particular- 

ly aimed at school children, the prob- 

lems of controlling class loads of 

children looked daunting. We also 

learnt something of the hazards of 

looking after an aquarium during our 

visit when the pike was found to have 

‘jumped' his tarfk and expired on the 

floor behind the screen! 

Our final treat was a reception at 

Southsea Castle as guests of the City 

Council, where we were able to admire 

more of their restoration work, listen 

to a recital from Portsmouth singers 
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and finally see some of the finds from 

the Mary Rose. 

Defence of the Realm 

Gill Binks started the Saturday morning 

session by explaining the background to 

and the main conclusions of the DART 

report titled Defence of the Realm, 

published 4 years ago but now helpfully 

reprinted by CEI. 

One of the most important aims of the 

exercise was to get those people and 

organisations in Portsmouth who were 

concerned with individual sites or 

museums to see themselves as part of a 

much bigger story, far beyond what they 

were doing at any particular site. 

They were asked to consider how they 

might all work together to present the 

overall story of Portsmouth and 

Portsmouth's role in the defence of the 

Britdsh isles: 

The study therefore spent a great deal 

of time researching and working out the 

theme to show the significance of 

Portsmouth's heritage. It catalogued 
the vast array of historic resources in 

and around the city, through which 

this important story could be inter- 

preted. 

The key elements in the interpretive 

strategy developed’in the report were 

that 

1. No one site would tell the whole of 

this complex story, but there was a 

need for a cental visitor facility to 

present an introduction to the overall 

theme of Defence of the Realm and to 

show visitors how they could make the 

most of their visit to Portsmouth. 

2, Because of the dispersed nature of 

the various sites in and around the 

city and as far away as the Isle of 

Wight there was a need for the devel- 

opment of ‘access systems' to help 

visitors get from one site to the 

Next. These might include trails for 
motorists and pedestrians, and inter- 

pretive information on the various 

modes of transport, including the 

ferries. 

3. Individual museums and heritage 

sites should develop their interpretive 

facilities and services in a lively way 

to contribute towards the overall 

theme. 

The remainder of Saturday morning was 

taken up by two interesting and frank 

assessments of the future of the City's 

heritage: 

The view from the City Council 

Councillor Marshall ,Leader of Portsmouth 
City Council spoke on the Council's 

commitment.to developing the City's 

heritage. In his view, until recent- 

ly this had never quite mattered 

enough to Portsmouth. Up until the 
1970's the City had Southsea as its 

main tourist attraction and promoted 

the "bucket and spade" image in a 

rather half hearted way. The City 

was now managing quite well to 

diversify its economy and becoming 

less dependent on the dockyard. But 
there was little attempt to actively 

promote or exploit the City's rich 

maritime and military history and 

certainly no coordinated policy for 

the development of the heritage. 

Fortunately however the Council did 
have the foresight to acquire certain 

key historical buildings and features 

such as Southsea Castle. The con- 
servation of other parts of the 

Figurehead from HMS Trafalgar in 

Portsmouth Dockyard (photoM. Glen) 

fortifications began and the City 

Museum Service was set up. Also, 
perhaps most significantly, a co- 

ordinating committee was formed bet- 
ween the City and the Service Museums. 

However, despite the weight of the 

Drew Report, the setting up of the 

Portsmouth and Gosport Heritage 

Advisory Committee and the publishing 
of the DART report, it was often a 

difficult task, (even with 
the leader of the Council as a strong 
proponent), to persuade other 
councillors and the City's rate payers 

to spend money on developing the 

City's heritage. 

In many ways John Knott's Defence White 
Paper seems to have had a more signif- 
icant effect. The prospect of job 

losses at the Dockyard is forcing the 
City to look for further diversificat- 

ions of the local economy and the City 

Council are now counting more strongly 

on tourism development to help. 

Councillor Marshall considered that the 

infrastructure for tourism development 

had already been much improved by 

motorway links, new hotel developments, 

the moving of the Isle of Wight Ferry 

and the reconstruction of the Seafront. 

But much remained to be done. Visitor 
car parking for the Dockyard was a 

major problem and a development pro- 

gramme was needed for the fortificat- 
ions. There was years of work and 

millions of pounds still to be spent 

and there was still a need to counter- 

act the lack of understanding of 

heritage provision among local 

councillors and to convince the people 

of Portsmouth that it wasvital to the 
City's economy to spend-money on 

heritage projects. 

In Councillor Marshall's view by the 

end of the century Portsmouth can and 

must have projected itself into the 

foremost maritime and military heritage 
centre in Europe. A Canterbury or 

Stratford of the sea and services was 
what he had in mind. 

The Role of the Royal Navy and the 

Dockyard 

Rear Admiral Tippet, Flag Officer 

Portsmouth, began his contribution by 
explaining the affection in which 
Portsmouth was held, it was very much 
regarded as 'the home' of the Royal 
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Navy. There were several major 

reasons why the Royal Navy should be 

concerned with the future of 

Portsmouth's heritage and its develop- 

ment: 

- the Royal Navy was itself proud of 

its heritage and traditions, though 
some would claim that it was unduly 

consumed with a concern for the past 

and its traditions. 

- there was a genuine common 

interest in each other's welfare bet- 
ween the city and the Navy, particul- 
arly at a time of substantial changes 

in the Royal Navy. 

The Naval Base itself was steeped in 

history, particularly in the South 
West corner of the Dockyard which was 
designated as a Conservation Area in 

1976 for its fine Georgian buildings. 
27 buildings are scheduled Ancient 
Monuments and one (St. Ann's Church) is 

listed. 

At the same time it is very much a busy 

working environment. The Dockyard is 

an industrial concern, the size of 

Vauxhall Motors,providing repair and 

maintenance facilities, victualling 

services for the Royal Navy and port 

services for both the Navy and Merchant 

shipping. Many of the historic 

buildings were still very much in 

actave use. 

Although the effects of the 1981 
Defence White Paper are reducing the 

Dockyard workforce considerably the 

number of ships and sailors will stay 

more or less the same. Although the 

Dockyard will concentrate on servicing 
and repair and not refitting it will 
remain very much alive as a naval 

base. 

However, a small but significant number 
of the historic buildings and dockyards 
in the South West corner will most 

likely no longer be needed operation- 

ally. This would open up exciting 

possibilities for the development of a 

major heritage centre interpreting the 

history of the Royal Navy. The Mary 

Rose was now almost certain to remain 

in the Dockyard alongside HMS Victory 
and the Mary Rose Trust were interest- 

ed in opening an exhibition and visitor 
centre in two of the boathouses in a 
year's time. HMS Warrior (1860) was 
being restored by the Preservation 

Trust with the Landmark Trust and was 

18 

going to come to Portsmouth. lts 
new berth would be built alongside 

the Dockyard. The Foudroyant, the 
oldest ship afloat in Portsmouth, (a 
youth training vessel currently 

anchored in the harbour) might also 
find its way into the Dockyard. The 

Royal Naval Museum also had ideas for 
expansion - particularly to deal with 

the period between 1905 and the pres- 

ent day. 

The various trusts and organisations 

concerned would now be working to- 

gether to develop a common plan for 

the development of a major maritime 

heritage centre in the Dockyard. A 

great deal still needed to be resolved 

but the various organisations con- 

cerned agreed that there was a great 
deal to be gained from finding a 
common home in the Dockyard, sharing 
visitor facilities and above all 
continuing to interpret the rich 
history of the Navy and Portsmouth in 

the defence of the realm. 

Developing a Strategy for interpret- 

ation and visitor reception 

The final session on Sunday morning 

was introduced by Richard Harrison, 
Director of the Mary Rose Trust. 
Richard was pleased that SIBH had 
been able to come to Portsmouth at 
this particular time. There were 
exciting prospects for drawing to- 

gether and presenting the various 

strands of the city's heritage but 

at the same time many issues still 
needed to be resolved. He welcomed 
the opportunity to examine the sit- 

uation with other SIBH members. 

In his view there was still a great 

deal to do to respond to the challenge 

of the Defence of the Realm Report and 
to reach its goals. There was un- 
doubtedly a wealth of resources but 

there were still considerable diff- 
i-ulties in bringing them together. 
Since the report had been published a 

number of things had happened to pave 

centre 

the naval 

term the X 

some common 
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home in the 

arrangement be financially 

Two feasibility studi 

set up to examine this 

- Substantial problem 

to be resolved over th ion of 

visitor services, the management of 
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the Vactory. A visitor survey showed 

80% of visitors came by public trans- 
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Discussion 

With Michael Glen as chairman, 

Richard Harrison was joined by Ton 

Haworth Director of Portsmouth Museums; 

Major Tony Brown, Director of 

Marines Museum; Captain John Mells 

Tony Haworth commented 
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Pendle’s Bannister Room and 

In the second room are maps, plans of 

the estate, inventories and other 

documents with an explanation of how 

Park Hill has evolved, together with 

details. of the recent archaeological 
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SIBH News 
MEMBERSHIP 

Since the beginning of the year the 
Society has gained over 30 new members 
and we would like to take 
ortunity of welcoming them to the 
Society. They include our first 

member in the Channel Islands and a 
good section of designers, consultant 

local authority officers, educational- 

ists and one or two from voluntary 
organ ions. 

Our membership secretary has however, 

had to spend a good deal of 

chasing people to pay the 

fees. Members are ut 

paying promptly in tt 

It is interesting to no 

corporate membership is 

coat ae a is the momen 

anisations 

Although the Society's 

now healthier than it ha s been for a 

number of years the Committee is very 

aware of the need to encourage ne 

people and organisations to join. 

New members are important to help the 

Society develop and to promote the 

course of interpretation. 

In the autumn we will be launching a 

new membership drive lo this vend 

Pat Riley and I are working on an up- 

dated prospectus and other publicity 

material and a new graphic 'look' for 

the Society. We are also intending 

to produce a small travelling exhibit- 

ion explaining what the Society. is 

about. If anyone has good black and 

white photographs of Society events, 

either of members or aspects of inter- 

pretation seen at lety Meetings, 

then I would like t r from you. 

Alternatively if you have any ideas 

for opportunities when an exhibition 

could be used to promote the Society, 

then I would like to hear from you. 

Michael Quinion 
SOCIETY EVENTS 

As you will see elsewhere in this issue 

the Society's AGM in Portsmouth proved 

to be. a stimulating weekend and the 

Society's regional events are providing 

some interesting opportunities to see 

what is going on in various parts of 

the country. 

The Society's national meeting in the 

Con 
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County Planning Department (County Cheshire 
A4 pages, over Hall, Glenfield, Leicester LE3 8RJ - 

a0 
, the report has 12 

forty photos and numerous maps 

seat and Notes liagrams and figures. It includes 
ppendices of technical and 

ormation material as well 
by outside specialists 

Glen, our new Chairman addition to Dolly herself. 
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EHILL TRAINING COU 

Graphics for Interpretation 

November 1983 
Stually £138 but 50% sponsor 
untryside Commission) 

which demonstrates and gives 

in the graphic techniques 

© produce good quality two- 

ional material on a limited 

Education in the tae ae 

31st October - 4th November 
£69.00(actually ee but 50% sponsored 
by the Countryside Commission 

A practical course for those who wish 

to make closer contact with school 

groups. Advice will be g 

to liaise with local education 

authorities and teachers. How to 

assess the potential of an environment 

for teaching and how to approach the 

teaching of children of different ages 

and abilities 

Conservation Education in the 

Countryside 

8th-9th November 1983 Cost £34.00 

A two day seminar designed for those 

involved in conservation education at 

both the policy making and practical 

level eg. HMI's, LEA advisers. 

environmental education and country- 

side organisations and officers from 

field study/outdoor education centres. 

The aim is to discuss policies, pro- 

vision, demand and possible future 

directions for conservation education. 

Peter Townsend, Principal, Peak 

National Park Centre, Losehill Hall, 

Castleton, Derbyshire (Telephone 

Hope Valley 20373) 

baLH 

The recently established British 

Association for Local History is 

running a residential weekend course 

in Malpas, Cheshire, on September 

23rd-25th next on the subject of 

Village Records. Subjects covered 

include Parish, Ecclesiastical, 

Quarter Session and Estate records, 

Field Archaeology and practical work- 

shop on original archive material of 

le COs 

BASIC CHAIN SAW 

ekends 9th-11th 

7th-9th October 

15 POND ECOLOGY Wirral, Merseyside 

Saturday 17th September 

16 POND MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES 
Lancashire - Weekend 23rd-25th 

eptember 

17 TREE PLANTI I (DESIGNING A SCHE 
Preston Area Saturday 1st October 

18 HEDGE LAYING Croxteth Country Par 

Merseyside week 21st-28th October 

Volunteers £12.60 Prof staff £35 

19 TREE IDENTIFICATION Preston Area 
Saturday 5th November 

20 COPPICE MANAGEMENT Rusland, South 
Cumbria - Weekend 11th-13th November 

21 BASIC TREE FELLING Rusland, South 
Cumbria - Weekend 25th-27th November 

22 TREE PLANTING II (TECHNIQUES) 
Rusland, South Cumbria - Weekend 

9th-11th December 

Further details ee BICV 

36 St Mary's Stre 

Wallingford, Oxfordshire 



incerpretation Newsletter 

2set Coun 

-on until 
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works of art 

the influence of 
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auld 

photo- 
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1989, some two years after the Royal 

Green Jackets leave the site. 

The council's Amenities Committee 

recently accepted a consultants' study 

on the scheme as a basis for further 

detailed investigation. 

The project forms part of a wider plan 

tor the development of tourism. The 

city has just commissioned, jointly 

with the English Tourist Board, a study 

SwilyiGows 

in the area spend about £10m 

a year. It is believed that this 

figure could be at least doubled. 

the projected two-storey centre's 

vivid record of Winchester's History 

would be based on archaeological 

research undertaken in e city over 

Past 30 years. 

next edition 


