
 

 

AHI Conference Bedford  9 – 11th October 2019 

Facts, Fiction and Interpretation 

Day Time Speaker & Title 
Wed 9th 
 

13.00 Jim Mitchell, AHI Chair welcome and open conference 

 13.10 – 14.00 Keynote Speech: Fact, fake and the importance of interpretive uncertainty 
Prof. David Uzzell 
  
Scientific knowledge, ‘common sense’ and, for some, beliefs have equally been seen to offer truth. Arguing that there 
are alt-facts and fake news is another way of saying that we can know the exact truth. Where does truth lie? This is a 
crucial issue for the interpreter of the historic and natural world. Knowledge is situated and, I believe, it is precisely 
the task of the interpreter to challenge the notion of an exact truth, to provide multiple interpretations, to reveal 
uncertainty and even to create dilemmas if it encourages people to construct an informed understanding of the 
complex world in which we live, while being able to distinguish between fact or fake. This presentation will draw on 
different social science perspectives on knowledge, and case studies as diverse as inter-ethnic conflict in Sarajevo to 
gardening in the UK. 
 

 14.05 – 14.50 The Forever Project at the National Holocaust Memorial and Museum 
Chris Walker, Bright White Ltd 
 
The Forever Project captured the life experiences of 10 survivors of the Holocaust to a startling level of breadth and 
depth. Over 200 hours of film form the basis of a new archive and interactive installation at the Centre. Chris offers a 
retrospective on this unique challenge and response. 
 

 15:15 – 15:45 Everything in the museum is stolen 
Stuart Frost, British Museum 



 

 

 15.50 – 16.20 The rise of the ragged trousered interpretists 
Bob Jones FAHI 

If we, as Interpreters, are to be seen as truth-tellers, to be seen as professionals, particularly so when working 
alongside peer professions, shouldn’t we too be bound by a code of ethics? Or are we really just an annual coach 
tour?This presentation aims to explore the building blocks of the interpreters profession, to define what a code of 
ethics might mean. 

 
 16:25 – 17.10 Keynote Speech: Secrets and spies: interpreting Bletchley Park 

Peronel Craddock, Head of collections and exhibitions at Bletchley Park 
 
Bletchley Park has transformed in recent years, from a quaint collection of buildings and exhibits with great character 
but little focus to a high-quality heritage attraction with a clear mission and a unique story. Key to the transformation 
has been uncovering the real history of a site kept top secret until 1974, and that has inspired many fictional 
accounts. This talk will look at challenges and lessons learned in balancing the authentic with the unknown. 
 

 17:10 – 17.40 Introduction to Open Space workshop 
India Rabey, AHI Trustee 

 
Thurs 10th 9.00 – 14.30  Bletchley Park – site visit 

 
 15.00 – 15.45 Facilitated discussion of Bletchley Park and 

conference themes 
 

Walking tour of Bedford 
 

 15.45 – 17.30 Open Space workshop - Discussions of questions 
submitted by conference delegates 
 

 
Fri 11th 8.30 – 9.30 AHI AGM 



 

 

 9.30 – 10.00 As seen on Screen: Fictional Screen 
Narratives and the Heritage Experience 
Hannah Shimko 
 

Heritage sites are seen on screen, as they are valuable 
commercially and culturally to film and television 
productions. Audiences are used to consuming these 
fictional realities through media. Yet when managers 
and interpreters utilise fictional narratives at the 
heritage site, where do ‘truth’ and ‘authenticity’ lie in 
the visitor experience? 

 

The Psychology of Interpretation: Why we are 
all storytellers at hear and find out own ‘truth’ in 
interpretation 
Sara Oswald 
 
Exploring how and why good interpretation works, through 
some of the psychology that lies behind Tilden’s theories. 
And why ultimately ‘truth’ or meaning in interpretation is 
for everyone to find for themselves 
 

 10:05 – 10.35 Creative interpretation and the discourse 
of imagination: Engaging with heritage through 
contemporary art commissions. 
Niki Black & Rebecca Farley 
 
 
 
 

All your past is ours 
Gavin Clarke 
 
US culture wars have come to British, with those 
challenging established narratives under fire and attacks 
weaponised by trolls online. This session will explain culture 
wars, who wages them, the risk they present to those 
undertaking new interpretations of the past and suggest 
strategies for winning. 
 



 

 

 11.10 – 11:40 A Partial truth, where are the other?  The 
situation, the possibility of presenting opposite 
voices and the subsequent resulted truth in a 
Taiwanese memorial park. 
Wen-Yi Liu 
 
This research examines a former detention centre in 
Taiwan and how its presentation of previous victims’ 
experiences, the once hidden history, shocks the 
public. Additionally, an episode regarding a special 
exhibition may reveal the possibility if the perpetrators’ 
comments are displayed and the essence of expected 
‘truth’ in a difficult heritage site. 

Creating truth through edutainment: An 
exploration of influences on the design and 
management of interpretation within lighter dark 
tourism practice. 
Brianna Wyatt 
 
Lighter dark visitor attractions are often criticised for 
creating frivolous and trivialised representations of the past 
due to their edutainment interpretation agendas. Yet, the 
author’s PhD research explored influences on 
interpretation design and management at three attractions, 
revealing a distinct concern among the practitioners for 
promoting authenticity and real history. 
 

 11.45 – 12.20 Never pure and rarely simple: Challenging 
truths in the interpretation of Historic 
Interiors 
Elsbeth Geldhof & Jonathan Gration 
 
Can historically layered interiors be presented as both 
authentic and coherent ensembles to the public? This 
presentation explores the precarious balancing act 
when authenticity and a coherent narrative may have 
differing potential outcomes. The focus will be on 
Domestic Interiors where conservation and research 
has brought conflicting options for interpretation. 

‘A considerable debate ensued’: Interpreting 
the Royal College of Physicians problematic 
role in the history of women in medicine   
Matthew Wood 
 
This talk will explore the Royal College of Physicians 
Museum’s Vexed Question: 500 years of Women in 
Medicine exhibition as a case study of how interpretation 
professionals can work with their own organisations to 
explore problematic histories in a collaborative way, but 
one which does not compromise the truth or honesty of the 
narrative. 
 

 


